Message

From: Blackburn, Elizabeth [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=A080EB90549A453AAA6A357F5257C0B7-BLACKBURN, ELIZABETH]

Sent: 11/8/2018 4:58:51 PM

To: ORD-Exec-Council-Directors [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=27ecb6069df540d1b77c19b84ba8dead-ORD-Exec-Col; ORD-Mgmt-Council
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=0d052b33344446a58a540f6b8c1ed50f-ORD-Mgmt-Council]

CC: ORD-10AA-Front Office Support [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2a6228178a264ebb9d4ed55c6b23d304-ORD-I0AA-Fr]; Waits, Abby

/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e59bfe61d1c64e679¢2728985b69668e-Waits, Abby]; Maguire, Megan

/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6a013¢79651d4a86afd93dfc45128ebb-maguire, Megan]; Fitzpatrick, Kacey
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b91d7852b66540ff9f823f4c736927al-Fitzpatrick]; Gibbons, Dayna
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7delaad 1c¢89448e6b26325a1e19f9ae9-Gibbons, Daynal

Subject: FW: ORD Weekly Report Nov 8

Attachments: ORD weekly Update November 8.docx

P —

Dear EC and MC,
This week’s report to the Administrator is below and attached.
Liz

Liz Blackburn

Chief of Staff

EPA Office of Research and Development
202-564-2192
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Mobile: E Personal Matters / Ex. 6 !

From: Gentry, Nathan On Behalf Of Robbins, Chris

Sent: Thursday, November 8, 2018 11:42 AM

To: Weekly Report Group <Weekly_Report_Group@epa.gov>

Cc: Hubbard, Carolyn <Hubbard.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Blackburn, Elizabeth <Blackburn.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Rodan, Bruce
<rodan.bruce@epa.gov>; Radzikowski, Mary Ellen <Radzikowski.Maryellen@epa.gov>; Robbins, Chris
<Robbins.Chris@epa.gov>; Breen, Barry <Breen.Barry@epa.gov>; Dunham, Sarah <Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov>; Beck,
Nancy <Beck.Nancy@epa.gov>; Glenn, Trey <Glenn.Trey@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Nishida,
Jane <Nishida.lane@epa.gov>; Servidio, Cosmo <Servidio.Cosmo@epa.gov>; Benevento, Douglas
<benevento.douglas@epa.gov>; Gulliford, Jim <gulliford.jim@epa.gov>; Lopez, Peter <lopez.peter@epa.gov>; Wagner,
Kenneth <wagner.kenneth@epa.gov>; Darwin, Henry <darwin.henry@epa.gov>; Bodine, Susan
<bodine.susan@epa.gov>; Ross, David <Ross.David@epa.gov>; Stepp, Cathy <stepp.cathy@epa.gov>; Idsal, Anne
<idsal.anne@epa.gov>; Wehrum, Bill <Wehrum.Bill@epa.gov>; Sauerhage, Maggie <Sauerhage.Maggie @epa.gov>;
Dunlap, David <dunlap.david@epa.gov>

Subject: ORD Weekly Report Nov 8

Administrator,
On November 16, Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta and myself, along with ORD Lab Directors and senior scientists, will visit the

NC Department of Environmental Quality’s Reedy Creek Lab. This half day visit is to tour the lab and learn about their
S&T capabilities, discuss topics of interest to the state and related science and technical needs, and potential
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collaborations. ORD scientists will engage on topics that NC DEQ identified were of most interest to their state, including
PFAS, post Hurricane Florence water sampling/analysis, EPA’s emergency response air monitoring capabilities, and algal
toxins.

Hot issues

Update to EPA method for analyzing PFAS in drinking water

ORD has recently developed EPA Method 537.1, Determination of Selected Per- and Polyfluorinated Alky! Substances in
Drinking Water by Solid Phase Extraction and Liquid Chromatography/Tandem Mass Spectrometry (LC/MS/MS). This is a
standardized method for analyzing 18 different PFAS in drinking water. The method updates EPA Method 537 by adding
a component of GenX and three additional PFAS compounds. ORD cleared the method for publication after a multi-
laboratory evaluation and internal and external peer reviews.

Using CyAN Data Can Help Avoid Big Costs

The Cyanobacteria Assessment Network (CyAN) is a multi-agency project with representatives from NASA, NOAA, USGS,
and EPA working to use satellite data in an early warning indicator system for algal blooms in U.S. freshwater systems.
The CyAN team has been working with Resources for the Future (RFF) to quantify the socio-economic benefits of using
CyAN satellite products for issuing health advisories. RFF recently presented their preliminary findings case study from
2017. In that case study, the Utah Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) detected an algal bloom in a Utah lake
using satellite data. They warned people not to use the lake for swimming or boating and closed portions of the lake all
together. RFF’s assessment suggests that Utah DEQ’s actions avoided a total societal cost of around $600,000. The costs
avoided included about 7,860 fewer people being exposed to the harmful algal bloom and 400 fewer cases of
gastrointestinal illness.

Upcoming Major Decisions and events

Microplastics Workshop

On November 9, ORD and the California Department of Public Health (CDPH} will host a mini-workshop on microplastics
research for Region 9 and CDPH staff. ORD will present work on a multi-regional RARE project to isolate microplastics in
sediment. CDPH will discuss their methodology for preparing and identifying microplastics in fish guts, and Region 9 will
discuss recent research, including a sampling effort at Tern Island.

Beard of Scientific Counselors Meeting

On November 13-14, the Air and Energy Subcommittee of the Board of Scientific Counselors (BOSC) is holding a public
meeting at the EPA Campus in Research Triangle Park, NC. This meeting will support the subcommittee’s review of the
Air and Energy Draft Strategic Research Action Plan.
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